
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
GROUPS | group expectations 
“Disciples committed to helping one another live for Jesus” 
 

 
Thank you for choosing to be part of a Discipleship Group. This document is intended to guide you in 
your participation and will help define expectations, commitment and desired culture for our group.  
 
group purpose & vision 
Our focus and purpose is discipleship. Being disciples who make disciples as outlined in Matt. 28:19. 
As a result of this focus, our group is committed to helping one another live for Jesus in all of life and 
incarnating the love of God to each other and others. 
 
the bible  
We affirm the Bible as our ultimate authority and guide for knowing and following Jesus (2 Tim. 
3:15–16). We spend time in the Scriptures both individually and as a group so we might know God 
deeply and in order to better live out his will for our lives. 
 
desired culture 
Each person in our group affirms a commitment to “progress not perfection.” Therefore, what we ask 
of all group members is a commitment to ongoing and intentional progress in living all of life in 
obedience to Jesus and in pursuit of God’s glory (1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17, 23). We strive to let grace, 
kindness, humility, forgiveness, and patience with one another guide us (Eph. 4:29–32). 
 
commitment to weekly connection  
In order to pursue true relational discipleship, our group commits to meeting weekly during the 
10-week cycle . We understand that challenges occur, so grace and understanding are the rules. 
However, we don’t take the weekly commitment lightly. By committing to the weekly group meeting 
we are affirming the biblical reality that if we all are to grow optimally in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus, and in Christlikeness each one of us really does need other disciples involved in our lives, 
and, likewise, we are needed in the lives of others (2 Pet. 3:18; 2 Cor. 2:18; Eph. 4:23–24). For these 
reasons, we commit ourselves to the priority of meeting weekly, during each 10-week cycle and 
maintaining contact with one another throughout the year. 
 
guidelines and operations 
Discipleship Groups gather weekly, for 10-week cycles, at a designated host home. They have an 
option to share a meal, they have Bible-based discussions, and dedicated times of prayer. Their 
goals are; to apply God’s truth to their lives, to disciple one another, and multiply. Between each 
cycle, the group takes a break from their standard rhythm to allow hosts and/ or leaders to rest.  
 
Each weekly gathering is coordinated by the leader, or a designated admin from within the group, 
and is organized through the group’s’ page on Church Community Builder (CCB) or through the Small 
Group Leader app. These messages should include; the meeting time, meal theme (if applicable) and 
any other information that will help each person prepare prior to the gathering.  
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weekly liturgy  
We understand that a set schedule helps guide our time together and creates an expected standard 
for each gathering. Our weekly gatherings will generally include times specifically set aside for; 
Vision - understanding the purpose (or why) and goals for our group. God’s Word - actively pursuing 
growth in the Lord together through Bible study and/or Bible-based curriculum. Discussion - 
applying God’s truth to our lives and pursuing the real-world application of what we study together 
through questions, discussion, encouragement, authentic sharing, exhortation, and group reflection. 
Prayer - communing with God together in Thanksgiving, Adoration, Confession, and supplication 
(praying for Others and Self). At times, we will also include Apprenticeship Modules - where we learn 
a skill and practice it together such as Studying the Bible, Pursuing ONE Life and Living God’s Word. 
 
prioritizing mission & life together  
Our dedication to the mission of God and the discipleship of one another goes beyond our weekly 
gathering. We are committed to pursuing one another in an appropriate manner outside of our 
regular meetings: men communicating with men and women communicating with women. At other 
times as couples or as a subset of the larger group. Group members also intentionally and joyfully 
gather occasionally for service projects, missional outreach, and other social or recreational activities 
such as going on a hike, prayer walk, grabbing a meal, ministering to a friend, etc. 
 
the leader’s role & responsibility  
All group leaders are imperfect and will lead imperfectly. Your group leader will need your help, 
encouragement, accountability, just as you need the same from them. However, the group leader 
bears added responsibility for your oversight (Jas. 3:1). Therefore, in order to aid in the healthy 
progress of the group, all group members agree to—with kindness, and in pursuit of Spirit-led unity (1 
Thes. 5:12–13; Heb. 13:17)— defer to the group leader in matters of disagreement and debate, as 
appropriate, so long as to do so would not be in conflict with Scripture. 
 
Each leader is responsible for vision casting, facilitating discussion and being a champion of 
discipleship. They ensure that the gathering is a safe place for people to share and encourage a 
culture of co-discipleship. They also delegate ministry responsibilities such as; administration, 
coordinating childcare (if applicable) and event planning. 
 
As a member of this group, I understand the expectations and will commit myself to the following;  

• I pledge myself fully to the Lord with the anticipation that I am entering a time of intentional  
  discipleship with others.  
• I agree to meet with my Discipleship Group weekly when scheduled unless providentially  
  hindered and will contribute to the needs of the group as I am able.  
• If applicable, I agree to help disciple of the kids of my group by occasionally volunteering to  
  care for them during group and using the Bible-based curriculum provided.  
• I will contribute to an atmosphere of confidentiality, honesty, and authenticity for the edification  
  of others in the group as well as my own spiritual growth.  
• I will participate in outreach opportunities with my group (service projects, etc.) as I am able.  
• I will pray for others in my group and will begin praying about multiplying the discipleship  
  process upon the completion of one year. 

  

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS | group expectations  2
 


